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Remarks/Arguments 

Applicant has carefully reviewed the OfBce Action of Februaiy 10, 2005. 
Claims 24-46 remain pending and have been rejected. Reconsideration, examination, and 
allowance of all pending claims are xespcctfuUy requested. 
Claim Rejections— 35 aS. C § 102 

Claims 24-27, 31,36, 39 and 43-45 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Click (U.S. Patent No. 4,176,758). Applicant respectfully 
traverses the rejection. 

Claim 24 recites *'a bracket... spanning the opening," The opening is defined 
earlier in the claim: "a receptacle having a wall forming a cavity having an opening and a 
flange surrounding the opening." It is clear that this opening is distinct from the cavity 
and is a means by which the cavity may be accessed from the outside. Moreover, the 
opening across which the bracket spans is an opening surrounded by a flange. Click 
discloses no such bracket 

In the Office Action, penetrating means 37, as shown in Figure 3, is treated as the 
bracket. However, Figure 3 is a horizontal section in which the opening is a line. The 
opening of Click may be seen more clearly in the perspective view of Figure 1. in which 
it is surrounded by flange 23. The extent to which penetrating means 37 engages the 
opening is limited to flange 39, which falls quite short of spanning the opening. What 
penetrating means 37 spans is the cavity, spanning it from fxwt to back, and not the 
opening as required by claim 24. 

Because Click does not disclose each and every element of claim 24, applicant 
submits that claim 24 is allowable. As claims 25-27 and 3 1 depend from claim 24 and 
contain additional elements, applicant submits that these claims are in condition for 
allowance as welL 

Claim 36 recites the step of "securing a bracket across the opening." This 
Opening is defined in a similar manner to that of claim 24. Therefore, for the reasons 
discussed above, applicant submits that claim 36 is in condition for allowance. As claims 
39 and 43-45 depend from claim 36 and contain additional elements, applicant submits 
that these claims are in condition for allowance as well. 
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Claim Rejections— 35 U.S,C § 103 

Claims 28-30, 37, 38 and 46 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Click in view of Lentz (U.S. Patent No. 4,757,158). Applicant 
respectfoUy traverses the rejection. 

These claims depend from claim 24, which recites "a bracket. . .spanning the 
opening" or claim 36, which recites "securing a bracket across ttie opening." As 
discussed above, Glick discloses no such bractet. Lcntz does not remedy this deficiency. 
Therefore, because the art cited, alone or in combination, does not disclose each and 
every element of the claimed invention, applicant submits that these claims are m 
condition for allowance. 

Claims 32-35 and 40-42 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Glick in view of Soleck (U,S. Patent No, 4,438,859). Applicant 
respectfully traverses the rejection. 

These claims depend from claim 24, which recites "a bracket. . .spanning the 
opening" or claim 36, which recites "securing a bracket across the opening." As 
discussed above, Glick discloses no such bracket. Soleck does not remedy this 
deficiency. Therefore, because the art cited, alone or in combination, does not disclose 
each and every element of the claimed invention, applicant submits ttiat these claims are 
in condition for allowance. 

In view of the foregoing. Applicant submits that all pending claims are in 
condition for allowance. Reexamination and reconsideration are respectfully requested. 
If the Examiner would like to discuss the Application or its examination, please contact 
the undersigned at (612) 677-9050. 




Respectfully submitted, 
CRAIG A. JACKS 



1221 Nicollet Avenue, Suite 800 
Minneapolis, MN 55403-2402 
Telephone: (612) 677-9050 
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